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Health  Department, 

'I'own  Hall, 

Chester. 

T(j  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Clentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting'  my  report  upon  the  health  of  the 
City  in  1948 — a memorable  year  in  the  history  of  the  Health  Services  of 
this  country.  The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  into  operation 
on  July  5th.  1948.  It  is  impossible  at  this  stag^e  to  forecast  the  effects 
of  this  far-reaching  measure,  the  working  of  which  is  being  observed 
with  so  much  interest  by  other  countries. 

1948  is  of  particular  interest  to  workers  in  the  field  of  Public 
Health  as  it  marks  the  centenary  of  the  apix)intment  of  the  first  full-time 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Dr.  W.  H.  Duncan  was  appointed  full-time 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Liverpool  in  1848,  closely  followed  in  the 
same  year  by  Dr.  John  Simon,  appointed  full-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  City  of  London.  Fitting  tributes  have  been  paid  during 
1948  to  the  pioneer  work  of  these  distinguished  Medical  Officers  of 
Health.*  It  is  opportune  to  review  the  history  of  Public  Health  in 
Chester  in  these  early  days.  In  1873,  Dr.  G.  A.  Kenyon  was  appointed 
full-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Chester  Urban  and  United 
Sanitary  Districts,  at  a salary  of  ;^6oo  per  annum.  The  condition  of  the 
City  in  1874,  when  Dr.  Kenyon’s  first  report  was  issued  may  be  of 
interest. 

Suitable  comparison  of  statistics  of  1874  may  be  made  with  the 
statistics  embodied  in  this  annual  report  for  1948.  The  population 
of  the  City  is  not  given  in  1874,  but  in  1875  was  reported  as  37,020. 
The  birth  rate  in  1874  was  32.4  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with 

18.2  in  i9’48.  The  death  rate  was  24.5  per  1,000  as  compared  with 

12.2  in  1948.  The  causes  of  death  included  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles, 
Whooping"  Cough,  Typhus  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Diph- 
theria. Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  alone  accounted  for  over  100  deaths. 
Puerperal  Fever  was  rampant  and  accounted  for  nine  deaths.  The 
Infant  Mortality  rate  was  155.4  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with  37.1 
in  1948. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  1874  was  concerned  about  the 
housing  conditions  of  the  people.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  he 
stressed  the  desirability  of  instituting  a Public  Abattoir  so  as  tu 
render  possible  a better  supervision  and  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered 
for  food. 

With  regard  to  the  year  under  review,  in  this  report  for  1948, 
it  is  gratifying  to  report  the  lowest  infant  mortality  rate  on  record, 
particularly  as  the  decline  was  in  evidence  before  the  recommendations 
m the  last  report  could  be  implemented. 

For  the  lirst  time  in  hi.story  there  was  no  case  of  Diphtheria. 

The  statistics  and  volume  of  work  done  bv  the  Health  Depart- 
ment can  be  studicil  in  detail  in  the  report. 

In  conclusion,  I take  this  opportunity  <'f  acknowledging  the  keen 
interest  taken  by  the  Health  Committee  in  all  aspects  of  our  work. 
Vour  support  ami  the  loyal  and  efficient  service  of  the  Health  Staff 
are  most  encouraging. 

I am, 

Vour  obedient  .Servant, 

J.  W.  LOBBAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Healiii. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

• 

Area  in  Acres  4142 

Population  (Registrar  General)  47190 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1948  12103 

Rateable  Value  ;)£394309 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  — ;£ib28 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  Year  1948. 


Live  Births  Total  Males  Females  Birth  Rate 


Legitimate 

....  791 

385 

4G6 

per  1,000 
Poipulation 

-Illegitimate 

72 

40 

32 

■ 18.2 

Totals  

863 

425 

438 

•Rate  per  1,000 
total  live  and 
still  births 

Still  Births 

19 

15 

4 

21.5 

Death  rate 

Deaths 
(All  Causes 

575 

308 

267 

per  1,000 
Population 
12.2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 

year  of  age.  ' 

/ 

/\ii  iniariLS 

(Rate  per  1 

,000  live  births 

—37-0 

28 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

(Rate  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births — 35.4) 

(Rate  per  1,000 

[lleeritimate  live 

0 

births— 55.5) 

Deaths  from  Certain  Causes. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  i \ ° 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births) — 0.00) 

Other  Maternal  Causes  \ ^ 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  i-i3) 

.Ml  Maternal  Causes  ••••• ”1  • ii  \ t 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  .still  births)  1.13) 

tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  •••• ^ 

(Rate  per  1,000  population— 0.05) 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  •••• ^ 

(Rate  per  1,000  population— o.ob) 

C3 3 n CG r ....••••••••••• ..•••«•••••*.*•**'*“*'***  _ . 

(Rate  per  1,000  population — 2.09) 
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BIRTH  RATE 

The  Birth  Rate  iper  i,ooo  population  was  18.2';  a decrease  of  2.9 
compared  with  1947. 

Comparative  fig'ures  arc  as  follows: — 

Eng'land  and  Wales  .• 17.9 

Great  Towns  , 20.0 

Smaller  Towns  (jxjpulation  25,000 — 50,000)  19.2 

CHESTER  18.2 

Still  Births  allocated  to  the  City  numbered  19,  giving^  a rate  of 
21.5  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  This  figure  compares  with 
25.1  in  1947. 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  jiopulation  : — 

England  and  Wales  0.42 

Great  Towns  0-52 

Smaller  Towns  (population  25,000 — 50,000)  0.43 

CHESTER  0.40 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  32  deaths  in  infants  under  i year  compared  with  85 
in  1947.  d'he  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  in  1948  was  37.1 
coniipared  with  81.2  per  1,000  in  1947. 

Comparative  figures  are  as  follows : — 

England  and  Wales  : 34 

Great  Towns  39 

Smaller  Towns  (population  25,000 — 50,000)  32 

CHESTER  37.1 

The  actual  cause  of  death  in  these  32  cases  was  as  follows: — 

1947  1948 

Whooping  C'ough  i 1 

Measles  , 2 — 

Bronchitis  '. — — 

Pneumonia  26  6 

Diarrhoea  16  3 

Other  digestive  diseases  — i 

Premature  Birth  21  10 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injuries  and  Infantile 

Disease  15  8 

Other  Violent  Causes  3 2 

All  Other  Causes  i 1 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  37.1  is  the  lowest  on  record,  the 
previous  best  figure  being  51.3  in  1936. 
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In  the  report  for  1947  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  following-  an  investigation  into  the  high  infant  death  rate, 
together  with  the  decisions  of  the  City  Council,  were  reported  in  full. 
When  the  City  Hospital  was  transferred  to  the  Regional  Hospital 
Hoard  it  had  not  been  lound  possible  to  appoint  a sister  with  approp- 
riate qualifications  to  the  premature  baby  unit,  although  the  post  had 
been  advertisetl  there  were  no  applicants.  A State  Registered  Nurse 
had  been  appointed  for  clinic  duties  and  commenced  on  1.7.48. 

The  Resident  Obstetrician  at  the  City  Hospital  commenced  duties 
on  8.6.48. 

The  Paceliatrician  commenced  duties  on  1.7.48  There  was  no 
alteration  in  the  clinic  accommodation  as  suggested  in  the  Ministry’s 

letter  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  remedied  in  1949. 

♦ 

As  will  be  seen  the  various  suggestions  to  overcome  the  unusually 
high  infant  mortality  rate  of  1947  did  not  come  into  operation  until  six 
months  had  ela^psed  in  1948. 

The  fall  in  the  infant  death  rate  was  uniform  during  1948,  half 
of  the  total  deaths  occurred  in  the  past  six  months  before  the  improve- 
ments in  the  services  could  be  put  into  operation. 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE. 

There  were  575  deaths  in  Chester  residents  giving  a death  rate 
of  12.2  per  1,000  population. 

Comparative  figures  are  as  follows : — 

England  and  Wales  

Greater  Towns  ^ 

Smaller  Towns  

CHESTER  , 12.2 

332  of  these  deaths  or  57.7  per  cent  occurred  in  the  age  group 
65  years  and  over. 

' Heart  disease  accounted  for  165  deaths  and  other  circulatory 
conditions  for  37  deaths. 

Bronchitis  was  the  cause  ot  death  in  17  cases,  pneumonia  in  13 
and  other  respiratory  conditions  in  8 cases. 

Cancer  accounted  lor  99  deaths  of  which  19  were  in  the  age  gioup 
of  65  years  and  over. 

There  were  31  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  3 dcatlis 
from  other  tubercular  causes. 

The  following  deaths  occurred  in  infectious  diseases; 

Whooping  Cough  ' 

Influenza  ^ 

Measles  ^ 

Acute  Pcjfliomyelitis  ^ 

Acute  infective  encephalitis  


lO 


Cause  of  Death. 

At  all 

1 

65  and 

Ages  1 

0—1 

1-5 

5—151  15-451  45-651 

Over 

I. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Pever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebrospinal  Fever  

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  

M 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  

i' 

M 

1 

1 

_ 





— 



F 

— 

— 

_ 







5. 

Diphtheria  ; 

M 

F 

IM 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

19 

— 



9 

7 

3 

System 

!•' 

12 

— 

— 

— 

11 

1 



7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .... 

M 

F 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

8. 

Syhpilitic  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza  

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Measles  

IM 

I 

z 

z 

z 

1 

F 





_ 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

M 

F 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  infective  encephalitis  .... 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

M 

z 

z 

3 

oesophagus  (M)  and  uterus  (F) 

F 

6 







1 

4 

1 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and 

M 

10 





I 

1 

6 

3 

Duodenum 

F 

5 



— 

1 

4 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast  

M 







— 

F 

14 





1 

6 

7 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

M 

36 



— 



3 

11 

22 

!■' 

25 







2 

14 

9 

17. 

Diabetes  

M 

— 

• 

— 





F 

3 



_ 

1 

2 

18. 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

M 

30 







9 

21 

19. 

F 

43 







1 

11 

31 

Heart  Disease  

M 

88 







3 

19 

66 

F 

77 



_ 

_ 

1 

1 

14 

62 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulation  .... 

M 

20 







4 

15 

F 

17 

__ 

_ 





2 

15 

21. 

Bronchitis  

M 

11 



_ 

— 

3 

8 

22. 

F 

6 



— 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  

M 

8 

5 

5 

2 

1 

— 

4 

1 

1 

2 

23. 

Other  respiratory  conditions  ...\ 

1' 

IM 

4 

1 

z 

1 

1 

24 

F 

3 

__ 

. 

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

M 

5 

„ * 

1 

3 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

!'• 

3 

, 

, 

1 

2 

JI 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis  

h 

M 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  

F 

M 

6 

z 

z 

z 

1 

I 

I 

4 

28. 

. 

F 

4 

I 

. . 

2 

Nephritis  

M 

5 

__ 

_ 

1 

4 

29. 

F 

3 

_ 



3 

Puerperal  and  post  abortion 

M 



— 



30. 

sepsis 

F 





— 



.. 

. . 

other  maternal  causes  

lil 



— 

31. 

Premature  birth  

F 

1 

— 



1 

SI 

3 

3 

— 

— 





32. 

Congenital  malformations' 

IM 

7 

4 

7 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

33 

„ . . , with  injury 

Sutcicle  

F 

M 

6 

3 

6 

— 

1 

1 

1 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

M 

F 

M 

3 

2 

0 

— 

1 

2 

2 

35. 

Other  violent  cau.scs  

II 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

36. 

•Ml  other  causes  

I* 

u 

3 

28 

1 

1 

4 

7 

2 

16 

V 

18 

— 

— 

2 

7 

9 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  DISTRICT  DURING  1948  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  which  commenced 
in  1947  continued  in  1948. 

During  the  year  389  cases  of  measles  and  153  of  whooping  cough 
were  notified. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  measles  and  one  only  from  whooping 

cough. 

There  were  no  notifications  of  diphtheria.  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
numbered  90.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  type  encountered  was  mild 
and  quite  a number  of  cases  were  nursed  at  home. 

The  following  table  gives  comparative  notification  figures  per 
1,000  population. 


England 
and  Wales 

Great 

Townt 

Smaller 

Towns 

Chester 

NotiBcations. 

I'yphoid  F ever  

O.OI 

(Rates  per  i,ooo 

0.00 

Population) 

O.OI 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

O.OI 

O.OI 

O.OI 

0.02 

Cerebrospinal  Fever  

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.04 

Scarlet  Fever  

1-73 

1 .90 

I .82 

1 .90 

Whooping  Cough  

3-42 

3-51 

3-31 

3-24 

Diphtheria  

0.08 

0. 10 

0.09 

0.00 

Erysipelas  

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.14 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

9'34 

9-75 

8.84 

8.23 

Pneumonia  

0.73  • 

cq 

6 

0.60 

0.80 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.00 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 
(per  1,000  total  births)  .... 

6.89 

8.90 

4.71 

8.84 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948 
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The  Hospitals  serving  the  area  are  as  follows : 
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Liverpool  Sanatorium  Delamere  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  175  tct  Voluntary 

Agency 
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Tlie  location  and  amount  of  bed  accommodation  for  various 


conditions  is  g-iven  where  possible  in  the  followings  table : — 


• 

• 

1 

Chester 

Royal  ' 

Infirmary,  j 

City  i 

Hospital,  i 

Cheshire 

Joint  ' 

Sanatorium  | 

Liverpool  1 

Sanatorium  | 

Delamere  i 

. 1 

Cheshire  1 

Joint  Board  | 

for  the 

Mentally  I 

Defective  ' 

1 

Robert  Jonesj 

and  1 

Agnes  Hunt  j 

Orthopasdic  1 
Hospital.  1 

General  Medical  ...  M 

i6 

16 



— 

— 

— 

F 

l6 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

General  Surgical  ...  M 

52 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- F 

32 

10 

— 

— - 

' — 

— 

Gynaecological 

^5 

1 2 

— 

■' 

Children  ...  

26 

38 

• 

'■ 

— 

Maternity  ...  

— 

58 

— 

' 

Venereal  Diseases  ...  M 

4 

— 

— 

' 

...  F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  M 

F 

— 

4* 

4* 

*6% 

, 

„ ,,  Children 

— 

— 

*2| 

— 

t 

t 

Tuberculosis  Non-Pulmon.  M 

F 

— 

— 

z 

- 

n 

,,  ,,  Children 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t 

Chronic  Sick  ...  ...  M 

— 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ F 

r::— 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Orthopaedic  ...  ...  M 

F 

10 

6 

3 

3^ 



— 

— 

t 

t 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ^ 

5 

-t 

— 

— 

— 

■ ' 

n - F 

5 

-t 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

-t 

-t 

— 

_ 

Ophthalmic  ...  ...  M 

6 

— t 

- 

n F 

6 

— t 

— 

• r — 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mental  Defectives  ...  ^ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

M - F 

— 

— 

— 

20 

“ 

Isolation  Wards 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Private  Wards 

22 

7 

— 

— 

Other  

15 

• Beds  used  by  Chester  County  Borough.  f Beds  given  as  required 

X Extra  Beds  provided  if  necessary. 


Orthopasdic 

Hospital. 


i6 

CITY  HOSPITAL 

It  is  interesting  to  recall  the  progress  which  has  been  made 
since  1929  when  the  Local  Government  Act  was  passed. 

St.  James  Hospital  as  it  was  th^n,  was  part  of  the  Chester  Poor 
Law  Institution.  It  contained  246  beds  of  which  an  average  number 
of  150  occupied. 

The  Medical  Staff  consisted  of  a non-resident  Medical  Officer, 
a Visiting  Surgeon,  a Visiting  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  a Visiting  Dental 
Surgeon,  and  an  Assistant  Resident  Medical  Officer.  It  was  an  asso- 
ciated training  school  for  nurses. 

In  1928  the  number  of  maternity  cases  was  30  and  13  major 
operations  were  performed. 

From  1929  to  1936  various  improvements  were  effected  by  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee.  The  Medical  Staff  was  increased  and 
consisted  of : — 


A Medical  Superintendent  (the  Medical  Officer  of  Health). 
Two  Resident  Medical  Officers. 

Two  Visiting  Consulting  Surgeons. 

A Visiting  Consulting  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist. 

A ,,  ,,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon. 

A ,,  ,,  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

A ,,  ,,  Radiologist. 

A ,,  ,,  Dental  Surgeon. 


The  operating  theatre  was  modernised  and  an  up-to-date  X-ray 
equiipment  ordered.  The  Maternity  Department  was  growing  and  173 
births  took  place  in  1936. 


The  hospital  was  appropriated  by  the  Health  Committee  on  ist 
January,  1937,  and  renamed  the  City  Hospital. 

'I'he  energetic  and  progressive  policy  of  the  Health  Committee 
since  that  ilate  has  resulted  in  the  handing  over  to  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  on  July  5th  of  a fully  equipped  general  hospital. 

In  1947  the  number  of  births  was  1,171  and  the  number  of  major 
surgical  operations  939,  interesting  figures  to  coniiparc  with  30  and 
13  in  1928. 

The  hospital  was  a full  training  school  '"or  nurses  and  recognised 
as  a Part  I training  school  for  midwives. 


It  is  true  to  say  that  had  the  recent  War  not  intervened,  the 
accommotlation  for  Nursing  Staff  and'  structural  alterations  would 
have  been  completed  to  improve  further  the  hospital  buildings. 


% 
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The  iMedical  StatT  at  July  5th  consisted  of; — 

Medical  Superintendent  (Medical  Ollicer  of  Health). 
Resident  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist. 

Deputy  Medical  Superintendent. 

Obstetric  House  Surgeon. 

House  Surgeon. 

House  Physician. 

Visiting  Staff : — 

Two  General  Surgeons. 

A Physician. 

An  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist. 

An  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon. 

An  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

A Paediatrician. 

An  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

Two  Radiologists. 

A Dental  Surgeon. 

Four  Visiting  Anaesthetists  (on  call) . 

A fully  trained  Almoner  had  been  employed  by  the  hospital  for 
many  years  and  Pupil  Almoners  had  their  training  in  this  department. 
A full  time  Pharmacist  and  two  Visiting  Physiotherapists  completed  the 
staff. 

The  Health  Committee  and  the  City  Council  can  be  justifiably 
proud  of  the  record  of  progress  at  the  City  Hospital. 

The  statistics  for  the  hospital  from  ist  January  until  the  5th 
July  are  as  follows: — 

Admissions  i7^5 

Births  537 

Discharges  - 2093 

Surgical  Operations  

Number  of  Admissions  1/85 

Number  of  Women  c'onlined  in  hospital  5^° 

Number  of  live  births  537 

Number  of  still  births  23 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  2 

'I'olal  number  of  discharges  2093 

Total  number  of  deaths  

Duration  of  stay  : — 

(a)  under  4 weeks  ..., 

(b)  4-13  weeks  273 

(c)  13  weeks  and  over  ..., 3^ 
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Average  number  of  beds  occupied : — 

(a)  Highest  259 

(b)  Lowest  178 

Number  of  Cheshire  County  Cases  admitted: — 

(a)  General  194 

(b)  Maternity  ., 307 

Number  of  Flintshire  County  Cases  admitted: — 

(a)  General  21 

(b)  Maternity  61 

Number  of  Merioneth  Cases  44 


Ante  Natal  Clinic. 

No.  of  Patients. 

Attendances 

City  Cases  

346 

1341 

Cheshire  County  

373 

1334 

Flintshire  County  

55 

207 

Other  

I 

Post  Natal  Clinic. 

City  Cases  

.......  69 

Chesiliire  County  

Flintshire  County  

14 

Other  

Number  of  Attendances  200 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year  this  has  been  found  in  various  neighbouring 
hospitals.  Statistics  are  given  below: — 


Infectious  Diseases — i . i .48 — 4.7.48. 
City  Cases  admitted  to  Hospital. 


Hospital. 

Clatterbridge 

Wallasey  

Other  

Total  


Sc.  Para-  Wli.  Chicken  Erys- 

Fever  C.S.F.  tvphoid  Me.nsles  Cough  Pox  ipi’las  Obs.  Total 


17 

I 


5 5 — — 4 32 

31  5 2 1 — 40 
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I 

I 


5 — . — I — 7 

41  10  2 24  79 


Total  number  of  Fatient  days  1254 

Total  number  of  Patients  79 

Average  number  of  Patient  days  ......  r6 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

1 he  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  situated  at  2,  King’s  Buildings, 
King  Street,  and  is  shared  by  the  County  oi  Cheshire  Tuberculosis 
O nicer. 

1 he  City  cases  are  seen  on  Mondays  at  ii  a.m.,  Thursdays  at 
1 1 a. in.  and  0 ,p.in.  and  X-Ray  photographs  are  taken  at  the  X-Ray 
Deparfnient  of  the  C'ity  Hospital.  Artificial  pneumothorax  refills  are 
perlormed  by  Dr.  (i.  S.  Erwin,  the  Medical  Superintendent  bf  the 
Liverpool  Sanatorium,  Delamere,  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  City  shares  in  the  Chesire  Joint  Sanatorium  at  Market 
Drayton.  Four  male  and  four  female  beds  are  available  there  for  City 
cases  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

In  addition  both  male  and  female  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Liverpool  Sanatorium,  Delamere,  and  at  the  4th  July  there  were  four 
male  and  six  female  cases  receiving  treatment.  Chester  has  been  fortu- 
nate in  that  there  has  been  no  long  delay  experienced  in  sending  patients 
to  these  Sanatoria  during  the  year.  It  is  satisfying  to  rejx)rt  that  full 
use  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  facilities  is  made  by  general  prac- 
titioners and  by  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  who  wish  to 
be  kept  under  observation. 

Following  July  5th  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  acted  as 
agents  for  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board  pending  the  final 
arrangements  for  the  Tuberculosis  Service  for  this  area. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and  mortality 
during  1948  are  given  below. 


Ai;c  Pcriodn. 

NEW 

Respiratory 

CASES. 

Non-Respiratory 

DE;! 

Respiratory 

lTHS 

Non-Respiratory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Matos 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I — 

0 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 — 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—  

7 

6 

I 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

25—  

6 

4 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

0 

35—  

3 

4 

0 

0 

4 

3 

I 

I 

45—  

I 

2 

0 

0 

4 

I 

0 

0 

55 

6 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards... 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

I 

0 

Totals 

27 

20 

I 

I 

19 

12 

2 

I 

DISPENSARY  STAT' I ST' ICS 
ist  January — 4th  July. 


The  number  of  patients  on  the  Dispensary  register  at  4th  July  ...  220 


Number  of  new  cases  examined  73 

Number  of  contacts  examined  ^3 

Number  of  Attendances  at  the  Dispensary  280 
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Number  of  attendances  at  Liverpool  Sanatorium  for  refills  in 

artificial  pneumothorax  536 

Number  of  visits  of  tuberculosis  officer  to  home  

Number  of  “T.B.  plus”  cases  on  the  Register  79 

Number  of  visits  of  nurses  to  tuberculous  persons  (including  those 

under  Tuberculosis  Regulations)  279 

Number  of  X-Ray  examinations  made  203 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Cases  are  seen  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  and  also  at  the  Orthopaedic  After  Care  Clinic.  In-patient 
treatment  is  arranged  for  these  cases  in  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes 
Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry.  From  ist  January  to  4lh  July 
eight  Chester  patients  were  treated  in  this  hospital  and  they  spent  893 
in-patient  days. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS, 

• . ^925- 

There  lias  been  no  occasion  to  utilise  these  Regulations. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

A Joint  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  Chester,  County 
of  Cheshire  and  County  of  Flintshire. 

The  following  are  the  sessions  held: — 

Monday  (5-7  p.m.)  Female. 

Wednesday  (5-7  p.m.)  Male. 

Thursday  (5-7  p.m.)  Female. 

Saturday  (12-2  p.m.)  Male. 

The  clinic  is  open  all  day  for  irrigations  and  trained  assistants 
are  in  attendance. 


The  following  is  a table  of  the  work  done  in  1948. 


Syphilii 

M K 

Gonorrhoe*. 

M F 

Conditions 
other  than 
Venereal. 
M F 

Total. 

M F 

1 

Totals  1 

Number  of  Cases  at 
beginning  of  year  

205 

165 

288 

129 

55 

69 

548 

363 

911 

Number  attending  for 

first  time,  1948  

59 

49 

I 12 

25 

77 

31 

to 

4- 

C^ 

105 

351 

Ceased  to  attend  

3 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

I 

6 

Discharged  

19 

• 10 

54 

17 

7-1 

28 

147 

55 

202 

Transferred  to  other 
centres  or  private 
practitioners  

5 

3 

9 

I 

14 

4 

18 

Number  under  treatment 

at  end  of  year  

237 

199 

335 

136 

58 

72 

632 

407 

1039 

21 


■ The  following-  is  the  number  of  Chester  patients  attending  during 
the  year  for  the  last  five  years: — 


Syphilis  

1944 

15 

1945 

13 

1946 

28 

1947 

22 

1948 

20 

Gonorrhea  

26 

33 

56 

43 

29 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  ..... 

35 

39 

45 

37 

25 

1 he  number  of  attendances  made  by  Chester  patients  was  10^8. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

The  City  of  Chester  was  one  of  the  constituent  bodies  of  the 
Cheshire  Joint  Board  for  the  Mentally  Defective  whose  institution  is 
sited  at  Cranage  Hall.  The  City  share  of  the  accommodation  available 


was  as  follows  : — 

High  Grade  Female  18 

High  Grade  Male  10 

Lowest  Grade  Female  2 

Lowest  Grade  Male  2 


Total  ...  32 


At  the  4th  July  there  were  35  City  cases  in  Cranage. 

Chester  ca.ses  are  also  accommodated  in  various  other  institutions 
awaiting  transfer  to  Cranage  Hall  when  more  accommodation  is 
a\  ailable. 


Details  are  as  follows  at  4th  July,  1948: — 

Stoke  Park,  Bristol  

Moss  vSide  State  Institution  

Gillibrand  Hall,  Chorley  

St.  'I'eresa’s,  Lewisham  

Royal  Albert,  Lancaster  

Newtown  and  Llanidloes  

Brentry  Colony  

Mary  Dendy  Home,  Sandlebridge  .. 

Rampton  State  Institution  

Whittington  Hall  -•••• 

Princess  Christian  Farm  Colony  ..... 
Totterdown  Hall  


Male  Female 

. o I 

I I 

,.  o I 

. o I 

. 2 o 

I o 

I o 

I I 

• 3 o 

. o I 

I o 

. O I 


Total  ...  10 


7 


Five  cases  are  on  licence. 
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Difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  in  obtaining 
accommodation  for  mental  defectives.  The  problem  of  accommodation 
has  become  acute  as  there  has  been  no  building  carried  out  for  the  last 
seven  years  and  prior  to  the  war  in  1939  accommodation  was  limited. 
'J'he  greatest  demand  and  the  greatest  shortage  occurs  in  the  most 
trying  cases,  namely,  the  lowest  grade  of  mental  defective. 

CANCER 

The  Cancer  Act,  1939,  was  in  operation  in  the  City  as  from  ist 
March,  1946,  when  Chester  became  affiliated  to  the  Liverpool  Cancer 
Control  Organisation.  The  arrangements  for  treatment  have  worked 
smoothly. 

BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920. 

The  care  of  the  Blind  in  Chester  is  delegated  by  the  City  Council 
10  the  Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society.  The  City  Council 
is  represented  on  the  Management  Committee  and  contributes  a sum 
to  the  administration  expenses  of  the  Society. 

Financial  assistance  is  provided  ,by  the  City  Council  to  Blind 
persons  and  their  dependents,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  at 
present  in  force. 

One  adult  blind  person  (who  is  unemployable)  has  his  income 
augmented  to  £2  os.  od.  per  week  while  a blind  married  couple  have 
their  income  augmented  to  £2>  od.  per  week. 

Augmentation  of  wages  to  employable  blind  per.sons  brought 
the  wages  of  men  to  per  week  and  women  to  ;^3  15s.  od.  per  week. 

Sighted  dependents  of  blind  persons  receive  various  amounts 
as  specified  in  the  regulations. 

There  were  85  cases  on  the  register  at  the  4th  July.  Six  licences 
were  issued  for  wireless  sets  for  blind  people. 

The  Health  Visitors  pair!  78  visits  to  blind  persons  during  tbe 

year. 


LA  BO  RATO  R Y SE  R VT  CE  S . 

All  types  of  specimens  from  the  City  Hospital  and  Public  Health 
Department,  t(;^goilier  with  throat  swabs  for  tiiphtheria  bacilli  and 
sputum  lor  tubercle  bacilli  sent  by  general  jiractitioners  are  examined 
in  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

CARE  Oil  mothers  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN  (SECTION  22) 

The  scheme  under  Section  22  amplifies  the  arrangements  in 
exist ence  ]n-ior  to  July  5th,  1948. 

I here  is  a Joint  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  School 
Clinic  situated  in  Princess  Street.  Two  sessions  are  held  per  week — 
Monday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 


23 


Additional  sessions  are  held  in  the  Saltney  and  Blacon  areas  on 
TiKsday  and  Friday  afternoons  respectively.  The  premises  used  in 
Saltney  are  those  of  the  Institute,  Hope  Street,  to  which  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centre  was  transferred  from  the  Church  of  Christ  Church  Hall 
in  April,  1948.  The  Village  Hall  at  Blacon  is  used  as  an  Infant  Welfare 
Centre,  the  arrangements  dating  from  April,  1948. 

The  Blacon  Centre  has  proved  exceedingly  useful  in  view  of  the 
Housing  programme  in  that  area. 

The  supply  of  Welfare  Foods  is  available  in  all  Centres. 

The  members  of  the  Chester  Infant  Welfare  Committee — 
voluntary  body — have  continued  to  attend  the  Clinics  and  provide  tea 
for  the  mothers.  This  service  is  much  appreciated. 


STATISTICS 

PRINCESS  STREET  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE 


The  following  attendances  were 
made  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  By  children  under  i year  of  age 

(b)  By  children  between  the  ages  of 

one  and  five  years  

(c)  By  mothers  


(a)  First  visits  of  children  under  one 


vear 


(b)  Subsequent  visits  , 

(c)  Children  (i — 5 years)  first  visits 

(d)  Subsequent  visits  

(e)  Mothers  


The  following  attendances  were 
made  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  By  children  under  i year  of  age 

(b)  By  children  between  the  ages  of 

one  and  five  years  

(c)  By  mothers  

Consultations  with  the  Medical 

(a)  First  visits  of  children  under  one 

year  

(b)  Subsequent  visits  

(c)  Children  {1—5  years)  first  visits 

(d)  Subsequent  visits  

(e)  Mothers  (consultations)  


1st  Jan. — 

5th  July— 

4th  July 

31st  Dec. 

Total 

2538 

2149 

4687 

645 

555 

1200 

3084 

2595 

5679 

Officer ; — 

216 

168 

384 

374 

289 

663 

40 

22 

62 

312 

147 

459 

38 

36 

74 

ELFARE  CENTRE 

ist  Jan. — 

5th  July— 

4th  July 

31st  Dec. 

Total 

830 

728 

1558 

136 

H7 

283 

839 

807 

1646 

Officer  j — 

62 

32 

94 

149 

1 12 

261 

19 

16 

35 

84 

.48 

132 

20 

9 

29 
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BLACON  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE 


'I'he  following  attendances  were 
made  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  By  children  under  i year  of  age 

9.4.48 

(opened) 

to 

4th  July 

•53 

245 

398 

(b)  By  children  between  the  ages  of 
one  and  five  years  

51 

83 

134 

(c)  By  mothers  

172 

273 

445 

Consultations  with  the  Medical 

(a)  First  visits  of  children  under  one 
year  

Officer  : — 

15 

19 

34 

(b)  Subsequent  visits  

14 

21 

35 

(c)  Children  (i — 5 years)  first  visits 

1 1 

1 1 

22 

(d)  Subsequent  visits  

31 

60 

91 

(e)  Mothers  (consultations)  

3 

8 

1 1 

ANTE  NATAL  CLINIC 

An  Ante  Natal  Clinic  is  held  weekly  on  Wednesday  afternoons 
in  the  premises  of  the  Central  Clinic  in  Princess  Street. 

Following  the  appointment  of  a Resident  Obstetrician  at  the  City 
Hospital — R.  W.  Burslem,  M.D.,  M.R.C.O.G. — it  was  arranged  that 
he  would  conduct  the  clinic. 

Municipal  Midwives  are  encouraged  to  bring  their  patients  to 
this  Ante  Natdl  Clinic  and  to  be  present  themselves. 


Aitendances. 


ist  Jan. — 

5th  July— 

4th  July 

3rst  Dec. 

Total 

No.  of  mothers  seen  by  the  doctor  ... 

99 

55 

154 

No.  of  attendances  

222 

152 

374 

CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  THEIR  CHILDREN 

ihere  is  close  co-operation  between  the  following  agencies: — 
Council  of  Social  Welfare,  Welfare  Ollicer,  Magistrate’s  Clerk,  Proba- 
tion OHicer  (Woman),  the  Almoner,  City  Hospital,  the  Diocesan  Welfare 
OfTicer  and  the  Health  Department. 

The  City  Council  contributes  towards  the  cost  of  unmarried 
mothers  and  their  babies  admitted  to  Homes. 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Under  tlu-  above  scheme  denial  treatment  to  expectant  and 
nursing  motliers  and  pre-school  children  comprised  the  following  : — 


Pre-school  children  treated  numbered 

Temporary  teeth  extracted  

N2.0  -|-  0.2  anaesthetics  

Temporary  teeth  filled  

Other  operations  

!\'ursing  and  rxpectatit  mothers. 


Number  examined  

Number  treated  

T reatment — 

Extractions  

(ieneral  anaesthetics  

Fillings  

Scaling  and  gum  treatment  

Other  operations  

Dentures  fitted — 

Complete  

Partial  

City  Hospital. 

II  visits  were  made  to  the  City  Hospital. 
19  patients  were  treated  and 
8 patients  visited  clinic. for  treatment. 

Treatment. 

I'^xtractions  

Anaesthetics  N2.0  

Pentathol  ..1* 

Ether  

Local  

Fillings  

Scalings  


42 

33 


93 

32 

37 
1 1 

18 

8 

4 


122 

4 

4 

6 

2 

I 

I 


56 

79 

40 

21 

3 


Since 
5th  July 


19 

12 


6g 

12 

22 

7 

4 

I 

I 


INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN 

The  accommodation  in  the  Maternity  Department  of  the  City 
Hospital  is  more  than  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  City. 

Marasmic  and  ailing  babies  are  admitted  to  the  Paediatric  De- 
partment of  the  City  Hospital. 

Healthy  children  up  to  three  years  of  age  are  admitted  to  the 
Lache  Nursery.  Healthy  children  over  three  years  of  age  are  admitted 
to  the  Children’s  Home,  Wrexham  Road. 
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NURSING  HOMES 

The  number  of  Nursing  Homes  registered  at  the  end  of  1948  was 

2. 

The  total  number  of  beds  availtble  was  19.  Of  these,  9 were 
allocated  as  Maternity  beds  and  10  were  in  use  for  general  cases. 

» 

MIDWIFERY  (SECTION  23) 

There  are  six  Municipal  Midwives  employed  by  the  City  Council. 
The  non-medical  supervisor  is  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor-. 

The  scheme  under  the  Act  continued  the  existing  service. 

It  was  not  found  possible  during  the  year  to  arrange  for  the 
training  of  the  Midwives  in  gas  and  analgesia.  It  is  hoped,  however, 
to  proceed  with  this  early  in  1949. 

Statistics. 


ist  Jan. — 
4th  July 

5th  July— 
31st  Dec. 

Total 

No.  of  cases  attended  as  Midwives  ••• 

L39 

89 

228 

No.  of  cases  attended  as  Maternity 
Nurses  

89 

• 36 

125 

No.  of  Ante-natal  visits  

925 

746 

1671 

No.  of  daily  nursing  visits  

2566 

1978 

4544 

Under  the  provision  of  the  Midwives  Acts  the  Local  .'\ufhority 
paid  the  whole  or  part  of  the  doctor’s  fee  when  called  in  an  emergency 
by  the  midwife  in  cases  from  ist  January  to  4th  July,  and  paid  the 
whole  fee  in  cases  from  5th  July  to  31st  December,  1948. 

Doctors  called  in  by  midwives — 

ist  Jan.— 4th  July  35 

5th  July — 3Tst  December  •.  16 

II  notifications  of  artificial  feeding  were  received  during  the  year. 
NOTIFICATION  OF  RIRTHS 


Total  number  of  birtbs  notified  1728 

Cases  attended  and  delivered  by  doctors  68 

Casi  s attended  in  Nursing  Homes  297 

Cases  Jitti'nded  tmd  delivered  by  midwives  f 228 

C-'ases  attended  in  Hospitals  1074 

Number  of  Still  IFirths  cq 


01  the  228  biiihs  tittended  by  midwives,  in  51  cases  some  con- 
dition arose  reejuiring  the  summoning  of  medical  aid  either  for  the 
mother  or  infant.  T,  lie  re  is  a decrease  of  36  from  last  year. 


3 

7 


The  reasons  for  requiring  help  were  as  follows  : — 

Feebleness  of  child  

Prolonged  labour  or  malprest  ntation  7 

Complication  before  labour  

Complications  during  labour  

Complications  after  labour  

Rise  of  temperature 

Discharge  from  the  eyes  

Lacerattd  perinaeum  

Abortion  

Prematurity  

-Abnormality  of  child  

Haemorrhage  

Skin  condition  of  mother  


1 

2 
5 


✓ 


5 

IS 

I 

I 

7 

3 

I 


Total  ...  51 


OPHTHALMIA  NEON.ATORUM 
I case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified  during  the  year. 


HEALTH  VISITING  (SECTION  24) 

There  are  tight  Health  Visitors,  including  a Superintendent 
Health  Visitor,  employed  by  the  City  Council. 

Each  Health  V'isitor  is  also  a School  Nurse  and  is  responsible 
for  all  Health  Visiting  and  School  work  in  her  area.  Each  in  turn  assists 
at  School  Clinics,  iMaternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  Ante  Natal 
Clinic  and  'I'liberculpsis  Dispensary. 

Under  the  sche.me  prepared  under  this  Section  of  the  National 
Health  Service  .Act,  there  were  no  changes,  the  existing  arrangements 
being  maintained. 


The  following  are  details  of  the  work  (excluding  School  Nursing 
work)  : — 


I St  Jan. — 

5th  July— 

4lh  July 

31st  Dec. 

Total 

Primary  Birth  Visits  

4^4 

3^5 

849 

Return  Visits  

3172 

3960 

7132 

Visits  to  children  (i — 5 years)  

5-Pi 

6418 

I i8r9 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  

26B 

250 

518 

Other  visits  

628 

987 

1615 

Visits  to  Midwives  

14 

8 

22 

Visits  to  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  ...... 

279 

386 

665 
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HOME  NURSING  (SECTION  25) 

The  original  scheme  to  implement  this  section  of  the  National 
Healtli  Service  Act,  1946,  consisted  of  an  agency  arrangement  with  the 
Chester  District  Nursing  Association. 

This  Association  decided  that  it  would  be  impracticable  for  this 
agency  arrangement. 

The  Chester  District  Nursing  Association  asked  the  Local 
Authority  to  take  over  staff,  buildings  and  equipment  as  from  5th  July, 
1948.  An  amended  scheme  to  incorporate  these  suggestions  was  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  stall  transferred  consisted  of  a Superintendent  and  five 
Queen’s  Institute  Nurses  and  Domestic  Stall'.  The  Nurses’  Home  is 
situated  at  7,  Grosvenor  Street  and  is  the  property  of  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Westminster.  The  City  Council  has  secured  a lease  of  the 
propeiUy  for  twenty-one  years. 

The  Chester  District  Nursing  Association  had  paid  visits  to  cases 
outside  the  City  Boundary  and  this  arrangement  continued  after  5th 
July  by  agreement  with  Cheshire  and  Flintshire  until  such  "time  as  these 
Authorities  made  their  own  nursing  provision  for  the  County  areas 
adjoining  the  City. 

STATISTICS 

^ih  July,  1948 — 3i.vf  December,  1948. 

No.  of  cases  attended  364 

No.  of  visits  paid  , 6845 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  (SECTION  26) 

Diphl lieria  Immunisation 

This  has  been  carried  on  as  hitherto  in  the  clinics  for  children 
under  5,  in  the  schools  and  school  clinic  for  children  of  school  age,  and 
by  general  practitioners. 

Children  of  school  age  previously  immunised  are  offered  a re- 
inforcing injection. 

The  scheme  has  worked  smoothly  during  the  year  and  general 
praclil loners  co-operate  whole-heartedly. 

V accimition  against  Small  Pox 

This  is  carried  out  by  general  practitioners.  There  has  been  no 
demand  for  special  sessions  at  clinics  for  this  purpose. 

STATISTICS 
Diphllieria  Immunisation 


rst  January — 4lh  July. 

No.  of  children  immunised  i — 5 years  . 189 

5— US  y<'ars  79 

No.  of  reinforcing  injections  297 

5th  July — 31st  December. 

No.  of  children  immunised  i — 5 years  429 

r • r • • • • '79 

iNo,  of  reinforcing  injections  312 
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I DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

♦ 1 he  following  table  gives  details  of  the  persons  immunised  from 

; 1939  onwards  and  the  number  of  re-inoculations  in  1948. 

I PERSONS  INOCULATED  EACH  YEAR  FROM  1939  - 1948. 


f Ago  in  Years  j 

> 31st  Dec  , of  1 
I tliecorres- 
1 ponding  year.  ' 

1939  ' 

1940 

1941  ; 

1942 

1 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1 

1948 

i 

Total  inocu- 
lated 
1939-1948 

r i 

1 0 1 

' 

10 

1 

1 

: 

31 

30 

' 

105 

320 

221 

184 

230 

243 

288 

191 

.“Vge  0 — 4 years 

1620 

2 

22 

5 

80 

202 

113 

80 

102 

108 

84 

294 

1 ^ 
f 

12 

4 

70 

184 

63 

37 

37 

40 

39 

78 

^ 4 

} 

... 

... 

21 

20 

54 

32 

29 

31 

44 

55 

5 

58 

157 

74 

308 

88 

174 

118 

73 

84 

% 

<> 

•fO 

209 

80 

374 

59 

61 

87 

54 

54 

60 

Age  5—9  ys 

2937 

7 

35 

201 

40 

201 

62 

28 

28 

44 

17 

51 

8 

10 

136 

56 

134 

42 

10 

15 

58 

11 

20 

9 

17 

71 

54 

147 

43 

11 

12 

49 

12 

6 

10 

6 

74 

36 

111 

36 

9 

12 



46 

6 

9 

11 

2 

45 

17 

89 

30 

9 

2 

45 

13 

6 

12 

... 

48 

22 

82 

21 

6 

3 

36 

5 

4 

Age  lo — 14  vr». 

2604 

13 

... 

16 

9 

54 

' 29 

2 

... 

26 

7 

3 

14 

... 

3 

■■■ 

20 

28 

5 

2 

1 75 

1 '' 

2 

3 

15 

? and  over 

... 

... 

... 

1 

18 

1 

1 

I 

...  i 

i 

15 

3 

Age  1 5 years 
and  over 

1701 

•;  Total  each 
• Year 

223 

999 

664 

2246 

1 

, 907 

1 

648 

1 

• 677 

i 928 

1 

691 

879 

GRAND 

TOTAL 

8862 

i Re- 

* Inoculations 

... 

... 

... 

r 

! "■ 

i 

...  'l987 

1 

955 

i 

609 

Total 

Re-Inoculations 

1 3551 

f 

I 
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Vaccination  against  Small  Pox 

No.  Vaccinated. 

0— 1  years  75 

1 —  4 >’  II 

5^14  ..  12 

15  and  over  4 

Total  ...  102 

No.  Re-vaccinated. 

0 —  I years  o 

1— 4  o 

5—14  ..  15 

15  and  over  2 

Total  ...  17 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES  (SECTION  27) 

The  Ambulance  Service  as  detailed  in  the  report  for  1947  con7 
tinned  to  operate  until  5th  July  as  hitherto.  On  and  after  the  5th  July 
the  Ambulance  Service  covered  the  City  area  and  adjoining  areas  of 
Cheshire  and  Flintshire  by  arrangement  with  these  Local  Authorities. 

The  ambulances  in  use  on  5ih  July  were  as  follows  ; — 

27  h.p.  Humber  first  registered  1942. 

25  h.p.  Vauxhall  first  registered  1937. 

18  h.p.  Austin  first  registered  1939. 

16  h.p.  Morris  Commercial  first  registered  1931.  . 

In  November  a new  Bedford  Luxury  Ambulance  was  delivered 
and  replaced  the  Morris  Commercial  Ambulance  which  was  sold. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Statistics  of  the  Service  there  was  a 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  ambulance  calls. 

The  presence  wifhin  the  City  Boundary  of  two  general  hospitals 
catering  for  a wide  area  has  meant  a great  demand  on  sitting-case  cars 
to  take  patients  to  their  own  homes  on  medical  grounels. 

Use  has  been  made  of  the  Volunteer  Car  Pool  and  local  taxi 
drivers. 

This  service  is  a strain  on  local  ratepayers  and  the  position  of 
County  Boroughs  with  large  general  hospitals  situated  within  the 
boundaries  has  been  the  subject  of  discussions  with  the  Association  of 
Municipal  Corporations  and  the  County  Councils  Association. 
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STATISTICS 

ist  January — ^ih  July,  1948 

Ambulances. 

City  cases  5^3 

County  of  Cheshire  cases  - ^^3 

County  of  Flintshire  cases  37 

County  of  Denbighshire  cases  3 

Long  distance  removals  ••• 

Infectious  disease  removals  57 

Accidents — • 

City  cases  

Cheshire  cases ■••• 

Flintshire  cases  » 3 

Total  Journeys  ^^94 

Total  Mileage  run  12947 

5i/i  July — 3i5t  December,  1948 

City  cases  iiio 

County  of  Cheshire  cases  44^ 

County  of  Flintshire  cases  

Long  distance  removals  ■••• ^4^ 

Accidents — 

City  cases  

Cheshire  cases  ^5 

Flintshire  cases  ^^3 

Infectious  disease  removals  72 

Total  journeys  

Total  Mileage  run  20573 

* Sitting-case  Car  Service. — 5th  July — 31st  December, 

No.  of  calls — 418. 

No,  of  patients  carried — 425. 

Mileage — 7904. 

W.V.S.  Car  Pool— 26  drivers. 

City  Taxi  Service— 15  drivers. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(SECTION  28) 

The  proposals  under  this  section  irrclude  the  establishment  of  a 
Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee.  This  Committee  had  not  been 
formed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  is  an  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Committee  which  continued 
to  function  in  1948. 

It  has  been  recommended  that  the  City  Council  confer  with  the 
County  of  Cheshire  on  the  desirability  of  establishing  an  After-Care 
Committee  for  Mental  Illness. 


PROVISION  OF  NURSING  EQUIPMENT 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society  prior  to  the  5th  July,  1948,  had 
provided  a medical  loan  depot  at  ii,  St.  Michael’s  Row,  Chester.  It 
was.  felt  that  this  organisation  could  provide  the  necessary  service  as 
agents  for  the  Corporation.  An  agreement  was  reached  on  the  following 
terms  : — 

1.  The  British  Red  Cross  Society  will  act  as  agents  for  the  Council 
in  providing  a central  store  of  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus 
for  supply  or  loan  to  the  public. 

2.  The  premises  at  No.  ti,  St.  Michael’s  Row  will  be  used  for  the 
storage  and  issue  of  equipment  and  apparatus. 

3.  The  Council  will  take  over  at  a valuation  the  equipment  at  present 
held  and  used  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  will  provide  all  new  or  additional  equipment  necessary 
for  the  service. 

4.  The  British  Red  Cross  Society  will  employ  a part-time  assistant 
for  periods  to  be  agreed  with  the  Council. 

5.  'I  he  British  Red  Cross  Society  will  collect  on  behalf  of  the  Council 
from  the  applicants  the  approved  charges  for  the  use  of  the 
apparatus,  but  if  any  applicant  claims  that  the  approved  charge 
is  more  than  he  can  afford,  the  Society  will  refer  the  case  to  the 
Authority  to  assess  ability  to  pay.  Any  failure  to  pay  will  be  re- 
ported to  the  Council,  who  will  be  responsible  for  collection  of 
outstanding  accounts. 

6.  The  Council  will  reimburse  to  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  the 
whole  of  the  cost  of  the  service  provided,  including  a payment  for 
the  use  of  the  accommodation,  the  cost  of  any  additional  staff,  a 
proportion  of  the  caretaker’s  wages  and  other  overheads,  such  as 
heating  and  lighting. 
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7-  It  is  hoped  that  the  voluntary  helpers  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  will  continue  to  take  an  interest  in  and  assist  this  service 
to  the  public,,  which  is  an  extension  of  the  similar  work  previously 
carried  on  by  the  Society, 

It  was  further  agreed  that  the  part-time  assistant  be  employed 
on  a half  time  basis  at  a salary  of  ;^ri5o  per  annum  and  that  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society  be  reimbursed  the  sum  of  ;^'ioo  per  annum  for  the 
use  of  the  ground  floor  shop  in  St.  Michael’s  Row  for  the  storage  of 
the  nursing  equipment. 

The  medical  loan  depot  opened  on  the  ist  October,  1948  and  is 
open  at  the  following  times  : — 

Monday — 2 to  4 p.m. 

Tuesday — 10  to  12  noon. 

Wednesday — 10  to  12  noon. 

Thursday — 2 to  4 p.m. 

Friday — 2 to  4 p.m. 

Saturday — 10  to  12  noon. 

Certain  equipment  was  purchased  from  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  and  the  stock  augmented  by  the  purchase  of  additional  articles 
hy  the  Corporation. 

The  scheme  is  working  smoothly  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  49 
articles  had  been  issued  on  loan. 

DOMESTIC  HELPS  (SECTION  29) 

The  Domestic  Help  sclu  me  became  operative  on  25th  October, 

1948. 

A part-time  Organiser  was  appointed  and  four  full-time  home 
helps  were  engaged.  The  Organiser  has  an  olTice  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

The  scheme  has  been  of  great  service  to  the  elderly.  Diflicultics 
have  been  experienced  owing  to  the  original  scale  of  chaiges.  Ibis  scale 
was  to  be  reviewed  and  a lower  scale  in  operation  early  in  i949‘ 

The  original  proposals  iiK'luded  twelve  full-time  helps  but  it  was 
decidt<l  to  continue  with  four.  1 his  number  will  be  reviewed  in  the 
light  of  experience. 

STATISTICS 

25//!  Oclohcr — 31.';/  December 

Number  of  applications  3^ 

Number  using  Domestic  Help  .Service  

(a)  Maternity  ^ 

(b)  Chronic  Sick  7 

(c)  Accident  ^ 
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Remaining  applications  : — 

Maternity  cases  booked  for  1949  4 

Cases  where  “help”  was  required  to  sleep  in  the  home  refused  3 

Unsuitable  applications — nursing  needed  2 

Refused  help  owing  to  cost  4 

Refused  help  because  it  wasn’t  free  4 

Application  Forms  returned  without  comment  5 

Total  ...  22 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  Health  Committee  constitutes  a Mental  Health  Sub-Com- 
mittee replacing  the  Mental  Treatment  Sub-Committee.  The  legal  work 
entiailed  in  receiverships  estates,  etc.  previously  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Assistance  Officer,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Town  Clerk’s  Depart- 
ment. 


The  medical  direction  of  the  service  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  special  cases  presenting  medical  difficulties  the  services  of  the 
medical  staff  of  Upton  Mental  Hospital  have  been  utilised. 

Two  part-time  Duly  Authorised  Officers  have  been  appointed. 
When  practicable  it  is  hoped  to  employ  a psychiatric  social  worker. 

The  provision  of  an  occupation  centre  for  mental  defectives  will 
be  the  subject  of  discussion  with  neighbouring  authorities. 
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Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  1948 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  : — 

INSPECTION.OF  AREA 


Environmental  Hygiene. 

Complaints  received  in  respect  of  nuisances  919 

Visits  in  respect  of  nuisances  , 3^49 


Dwellings,  inspections  and  re-inspections  re  : 

(a)  Notifiable  diseases  

(b)  Vermin  

(c)  Suspected  overcrowding  

(d)  Prospective  Corporation  Tenants  .. 

(e)  Dustbins  , 

(f)  Defects  and  Repairs  

(g)  Other  purposes  

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  . 

Rooms  disinfested  for,  vermin  

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction,  visits  


Drainag^e  work  : — 

(a)  Inspections  , 1995 

(b)  Tests  applied  459 

Smoke  abatement,  observations,  etc 31 

Factories  with  power,  visits  144 

Factories  without  power,  visits  47 

Common  Lodging  House,  visits  S 

Houses  let  in  lodgings,  visits  33 

Schools,  inspections  ?2 

Shops,  inspections  loi 

Licensed  premises,  inspections  56 

Cinemas  and  Theatre,  inspections  27 

Stables,  visits  iS 

Squatters’  Camp,  visits  163 


Olfensive  trades  (excluding  Fish  and  Chip  Shops),  in- 
spections   

Offices,  inspections  

Waste  ground  and  common  passages,  inspections  .... 


Garages,  visits  23 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  inspections  13 

Other  business  pi^emises  (excluding  Factories)  31 

Canal  Boats,  inspections  36 

Rag  Flock  premises,  visits  4 

Brooks  and  Streams,  inspections  14 

Disinterments,  supervision  i 


175 

192 

59 

233 

419 

2944 

139 


137 

115 

2925 


37 


Food  Hygiene. 

Inspections  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  i6g 

Inspections  of  Butchers  Shops  287 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  78 

Inspections  of  Fishmongers  60 


Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  premises  

Inspections  of  Public  Market  

Inspections  of  General  Provision  Shops 
Inspections  of  Restaurants  and  Cafes  . 
Inspections  of  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  .... 


Inspections  of  Other  Food  premises  r5y 

Administration. 

(a)  Number  of  letters  sent  nog 

(b)  Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  171 

(c)  Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  55 

(d)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  served  6 

(e)  Legal  proceedings  in  default  Nil 


Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  maximum  expenditure  allowed  with- 
out licfences  for  the  repair  of  houses,  the  work  of  effecting  repairs  during 
the  year  has  been  made  easier. 

To  reduce  the  time  taken  by  delinquent  owners  and  agents  in 
carrying  out  essential  repairs,  and  to  lessen  the  consequent  number  of 
revisits  by  Inspectors,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  serve  55  Statutory 
Notices.  All  these  notices  were  complied  with  without  legal  proceedings, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  major  portion  of  our  work  is  still 
carried  out  by  co-operation  and  informal  action. 


HOUSING 

Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  6 houses  in  Princes  Court, 
Trafford  Street,  have  been  served.  These  houses  were  scheduled  in 
1939.  Owing  to  their  very  defective  condition  and  the  fact  that  even 
minor  expense  of  remedying  repairs  would  be  unreasonable,  Demolition 
Orders  were  served  and  the  occupants  rehoused. 

In  addition,  two  houses  in  Watkins  Court,  Pitt  Street,  Nos.  6 
and  7,  have  been  closed,  undertakings  from  the  owner  having  been 
accepted  by  the  City  Council.  These  houses  are  situated  in  an  area 
scheduled  for  action  in  1939,  but  postponed  owing  to  the  war.  Other 
areas  which  were  due  for  action  prior  to  the  war  are  still  in  existence 
and  cannot  be  dealt  with  owing  to  the  problem  of  alternative  accom- 
modation. 

Without  an  extensive  survey  of  all  dwelling  houses  in  the  city, 
it  is  impossible  to  state  the  amount  of  overcrowding  but  there  is  little 
doubt,  from  complaints  received  and  observations,  during  inspections 
of  houses  in  connection  with  repairs  and  other  matters,  that  the  problem 
is  very  acute.  It  is  very  difficult  to  reduce  the  overcrowding  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  houses. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


The  most  serious  sources  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  City 
remain  as  last  year  (a)  the  Railways,  (b)  Domestic  chimneys,  (c)  Factory 
and  boiler  plant. 

Thirty-one  observations  have  bt’en  made  by  the  specially  qualified 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  nine  complaints  have  been  investigated  during 
the  year. 

Two  factories  involved  in  thte  complaints  have  planned  to  instal 
oil  burning  furnaces  and  automatic  stokers  respectively.  It  is  hoped 
these  improvements  will  be  completed  in  1949  and  havie  the  desired 
effect. 

Much  useful  work  has  been  done  by  instruction  of  stokers  in 
effici'ent  methods  of  firing,  but  poor  quality  fuel  and  deterioration  of 
boiler  plant  remain  serious  problems  in  smoke  abatement. 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS 

Thirty-six  (36)  boats  were  inspected  during  1948.  One  was  found 
to  have  a defective  and  leaky  cabin  roof.  A Complaint  note  was  served 
upon  the  owners  and  later  returned  as  complied  with. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


From  the  ist  April,  1948,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries’ 
scheme  for  rodtent  control  was  adopted  by  the  City  Council.  Under  this 
scheme  a consolidated  grant  of  50%  of  the  approved  net  expenditure 
incurred  during  the  financial  year  1948-49,  is  made  to  Local  Authorities. 
Certain  conditions  relating  to  organisation,  employ'ed  methods  and  the 
carrying  out  of  effective  procedure  havfe  to  be  complied  with  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Ministry.  Corporation  Sewers  and  surface  properties 
are  treated  frete  together  with  private  houses.  Grant  aid  is  not  available 
in  respect  of  expenditure  incurred  at  commercial  or  industrial  premises, 
the  costs  of  treatmtent  being  fully  re-imbursed  by  the  occupiers,  so  that 
no  charge  shall  fall  on  public  funds. 


Rodent  control  in  Corporation  Sewers  is  now  intensified.  Two 
“Maintenance”  treatments  and  one  “Test  bait”  treatment  are  carried 
out  annually. 


The  first  test  bait  treatment  under  the  scheme  was  carried  out 
from  the  13th  July  to  20th  August,  1948,  234  Manholes  were  tested 
and  confirmed  our  previous  ‘knowleclgc  of  the  degree  of  infestation  in 
the  City  Sewers,  i.e.  108  manholes  serving  the, ‘old’  sewers  showed  the 
presence  of  Vermin,  whereas  the  new  sewers  were  comparatively  free. 


The  work  of  full  maintenance  treatment  of  the  sewers  in  areas 
found  to  be  infested  by  thfe  test  treatment,  took  place  from  the  i3lh 
September  to  the  i6th  October,  1948.  The  methods  of  pre-baiting  on 
two  consecutive  days  and  poisoning  where  iTecessary  on  the  third  was 
continued  as  in  previous  years. 
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I he  full  rodent  staff  of  one  Foreman  and  two  Operatives  were 
fully  engaged  in  the  work,  which  entailed  2,859  visits  to  manholes 
in  five  weeks. 

Details  of  this  treatment  and  results  were  as  follows  : — 

Sewer  Maintemince  TrealnienL,  1948. 


M an- 
hoics 
treated 

Prebait  takes  (i)  i 

Prebait  takes  (2) 

Manholes 

poisoned 

Poison  takes 

Estima- 
ted kill. 

C, 

G. 

S. 

1 

N. 

C. 

G. 

s. 

X, 

C. 

G. 

S. 

N. 

880 

57 

106 

5.1 

664 

1 

1 

1 

108 

52 

662 

J !2I9 

— 

69 

143 

7 

1.405 

C.  Complete  take.  G.  Good  take.  S.  Small  take.  N.  No  Take. 


Sausage  rusk  as  a pre-bait  and  poison  bait  base  (2^  cwts.)  were 
used  in  conjunction  with  Zinc  Phosphide  poison  (2^%). 

The  maintenance  treatment  will  be  repeated  in  March,  19491 
within  the  financial  year  1948-49. 

2,925  other  visits  were  made  by  the  rodent  staff,  and  Sanitary 
Instjectors  when  required  to  Corporation  surlace  properties,  private 
houses  and  commercial  premis’es,  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  vermin  destroyed  on  such  premises  totalled  2,470 
rats  and  1,355  mice,  the  methods  adopted  being  : — ^ 

(a)  poison  baiting,  (b)  trapping,  (c)  poison  gas,  and  (d)  proofing  of 
premises. 

The  Sewers  and  refuse  tips  are  still  the  major  source  of  in- 
festation in  the  City  but  the  keeping  of  poultry  in  pens  built  directly 
on  the  ground  has  considerably  increas^ed  the  number  of  complaints. 
Efforts  are  made  in  such  cases  to  prevent  further  complaints  by  re- 
questing that  the  structures  should  be  built  at  least  12  inches  from  the 
ground,  leaving  a clear  space  beneath. 


R.\G  FLOCK  ACr 

Rag  Flock,  used  in  the  manufacturing  of  bedding,  etc.,  must  not 
contain  more  than  '30  parts  of  chlorine  per  100,000  parts  of  flock.  Two 
samples  have  been  submitted  for  examination  and  proved  satisfactory, 
containing  10  and  23  parts  of  chlorine  respectively. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION.S)  ORDERS  1936-1946 
Licences  under  the  above  orders  have  been  issued  as  follows  . 

(1)  Producer’s  Licences — Accredited  Milk  

(2)  Pasteuriser’s  Licence  
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(3)  Dealer’s  Licences  to  sell  within  the  City  : — 

(a)  T.T.  Milk  II 

(b)  Accredited  3 

(c)  Pasteuris'ed  9 

(4)  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  within  the  City  : — 

(a)  T.T.  Milk  3 

(b)  Accredited  Milk  i 


HYGIENE  IN  FOOD  ESTABLISHMENTS 

Increased  efforts  have  been  inade  to  raise  the  standard  of  hygiene 
in  food  establishments  within  the  city. 

Evening  lectures  have  been  given  to  the  Staffs  of  most  of  the 
large  catering  businesses  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in  order  to 
enlist  co-op'eration  in  this  very  important  subject.  Inspections  have  been 
made  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  and  sold  and  improve- 
ments suggested  where  n'ecessary. 

Cleanliness  of  premises  and  utensils  and  attention  to  personal 
hygiene  have  been  stressed. 

Far  too  many  premises  are  still  without  a constant  supply  of 
hot  water  and  it  is  hoped  this  state  of  affairs  will  soon  be  remedied. 


ICE  CREAM. 

Seventeen  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. 


Eight  (8)  were  certified  satisfactory  (Grades  i & 2)  and  nitre 
unsatisfactory  (Grades  3 & 4). 

Five  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  came  from  the  same  source, 
their  low  standard  being  due  to  the  presence  of  bacillus  coli.  A detailed 
examination  of  the  premises,  machinery,  material,  methods  of  pro- 
duction, cleansing  and  sterilization  processes  was  made,  and  swabs 
from  various  points  submitted  for  examination.  The  results  suggested 
contamination  by  the  sole  operative  du'e  to  neglect  in  personal  hygiene. 
Ihis  has  now  been  remedied,  following  instructions  to  the  manufacturer 
and  employees  concerned.  Subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactorv. 

As  a consequence  of  a meeting  with  the  larger  ice  cream  manu- 
iaclurers  in  the  area,  an  improved  standard  in  retailing  from  barrows 
and  mobile  vehicles  has  been  agreed.  .Mready  manv  improvements  hav’e 
been  effected,  including  the  complete  enclosure  of  the  vehicles  and  the 
provision  of  better  facilities  for  cleansing  of  the  utensils,  etc. 


41 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
ANALYSES 


Number  Examineci 

No  Adulierateci  &c. 

. 

K 

Article. 

E 

= ! 

C 

C 

0 

0 

” c 

(-■ 

0 

(x« 

0 

H 

Tea  

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

.Milic  

27 

48 

75 

• 2 

2 

4 

VN  hite  Pepper  

I 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Black  Pepper  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Hurse  Radish  Sauce  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Beef  Extract  

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Pancake  Mixture  

— . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Sponge  .Mixture  .* 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cooking  Fat  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

.Margarine  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Butter  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Condensed  Milk  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

.Soup  Powder  

— 

3 

. 3 

— 

— 

— 

Jam  

— 

3 

3 

— — 

— 

— 

.Marmalade  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Sugar  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(irapefruit  .Squash  

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Squash  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Barley  Water  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Sausages  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cocoa  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Curry  Powder  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— . 

— 

Self  Raising  Flour  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

• — 

Evaporated  Milk  

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Flavouring  Essence  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Essence  of  Rennet  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sweets  

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

.Aspirin  Tablets  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

A' east  Tablets  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Headache  i’owder  

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Beer  

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

•Semolina  Mixture  

— 

1 

I 

— r 

— 

.Semolina  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Cake  

— 

7 

7 

— 

1 2 

1.2 

TOTALS  ... 

28 

132 

160 

3 

5 

8 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Table  showing"  administrative  action  taken  in  regard  to 
samples  Certified  to  be  not  genuine. 
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DC 
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TJ 
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o 
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3 

Dh 


d 

03 
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-d 

CD 

c 


c 

o 

u 


cx 

c. 
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148  (Informal)  Cake  (Pastry)  ) Contained  liquid  paraffin  or  soft  Manufacturer’s  attention  called  to  results 

149  (Informal)  Cake  (Sponge)  J paraffin  of  analysis. 
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75 

4 or  5.3% 
2 

9 


Average  quality  (Standards  : — Kat  3%  Solids  not  fat  8.5%). 

- 3-6% 

Solids  not  Fat  8.65% 

EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS 

During  1948,  50  samples  of  Milk  were  submitted  to  tire  Chester 
Royal  Infirmary,  Pathological  Department,  for  biological  examination. 
Of  these,  only  one  sample  (or  2 per  cent)  was  found  to  contain  Tubercle 
Bacilli  of  bovine  origin. 

The  samples  were  obtained  from  the  bulk  milk  produced  on  the 
farms  wi.hin  the  City  and  all  the  milk  is  sold  wholesale  to  pasteurising 
establishments  and  rendered  free  from  pathogenic  organisms. 

A report  on  the  p>ositive  sample  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
.Agriculture  and  I^'isheries,  Animal  Health  Division,  and  subsequently 
‘.he  affected  animal  was  traced  and  slaughtered.  Subsequent  samples 
from  this  farm  proved  the  milk  to  be  free  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  percentage  of  positive  samples  found  during  this  year  is  the 
lowest  on  record.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  samples, 
positive  samples,  and  percentagi  s since  1943,  and  is  of  interest. 


Year. 

— 

No.  of  Samples 
taken 

No.  found 
positive 

Percentage 

positive 

1943 

61 

4 

6-5 

1944 

53 

5 

9.4 

1945 

52 

4 

• 7-6 

1946 

52 

3 

5-7 

1947 

53 

4 

7-5 

1948 

50 

I 

2.0 

MILK  ANALYSES,  19^8. 

Total  Milk  samples  analysed  

Number  certified  “not  genuine’’  

Samples  below  standard  for  fat  

Samples  below  standard  for  solids  not  fat  ... 

(3ne  of  these  samples  was  also  low  in  fat 
content  and  is  included  under  the  previous 
heading. 

Three  of  the  samples  wtre  certified  to  contain 
added  water  on  application  of  the  Freezing 
Point  Test  (Hortvet).  The  remaining  six 
were  accepted  as  containing  no  added  water. 
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The  following-  diagfram  inclicat<is  more  clearly  the  incidence  of 
Tuberculosis  in  raw  milk  produced  on  the  farms  within  the  City  from 
1943  to  1948. 


1343  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948 

lk\CTER10L0GICAL  MILK  SAMPLES'. 


Results  of  .the  various  tests  applied  to  97  samples  of  milk  sub- 
mitted for  examination  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Grade. 

No.  of  Samples. 

Test  applied. 

Number. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Pasteurised 

68 

Phosphatase 
Methylene  Blue 

68 

67 



I 

Certified  T.T. 

26 

Methylene  Blue 

24 

i 

Coliform 

23 

3 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

2 

Phosphatase 

2 

Methylene  Blue 

2 

Ungraded 

1 

Methylene  Bh  a 

I 

... 

Coliform 

1 

NOTES 


(a)  'I'he  ‘Phosphatase  Test’  denotes  efficient  pasteurisation. 

(b)  The  ‘Methylene  Blue  Test’  assesses  keeping  qualities. 

(c)  Presence  of  coliform  bacillus  indicates  faecal  contamination. 
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I he  results  sltown  in  the  tibove  table  can  I)e  considered  very 
satisfactory.  Investig-ations  were  made  in  respect  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  and  the  minor  causes  were  quickly  remedied,  resulting  in  sub- 
st\,uent  satisfactory  samples. 

.Samples  have  been  obtained,  as  a routine,  of  the  milk  produced 
on  the  thirteen  farms  withm  the  City,  and  these  gave  no  cause  for 
complaint. 


SL.AUGHTER  OF  .^NIM.-VLS  ACT,  1933 

One  new  licence  and  filteen  renewal  licences  were  issued  to 
-slaughtermen  during  the  year. 


SLAUGHTERING  IN  THE  CITY 

All  siaughtering  was  carried  out  at  the  Public  Abattoilr,  the 
.M-ristry  of  Food  paying  headage  charges. 

.Vnimals  slaughtered  during  1948  : — 


Cattle  

Calves  

2972 

Sheep  

I’igs  

J 1093 

294 

Total  ...  18410 


The  total  figure  shows  a decrease  of  522  animals  compared  with 

m7- 

Meat  Marketing  is  carried  out  at  the  Abattoir  where  a Meat 
Inspector,  who  alscj  acts  as  Abattoir  Superintendent,  is  on  permanent 
duty. 

Ante-mortem  inspections  are  made  of  all  animals  ami  notes  taken 
of  any  abnormalities  which  might  assist  in  the  subse(|uent  post  mortem 
examinations  which  are  carried  out  on  every  animal  slaughtered. 

The  weight  of  f(;od  condemned  during  the  year  amounted  to  : — 


Meat 

and  otfals  

Tons. 

56 

Cwts. 

0 

Qrs. 

2 

Lbs 

5 

' OHier 

fofxls  

1 1 

16 

0 

8 

Total  ... 

67 

16 

2 

13 

The  Ministry  of  Food  arranges  icmoval  of  all  condemned  meat 
and  oflal.  'I  bis  is  dyed  green  bcfoie  removal  anrl  a cerliricale  issued  by 
the  .Ministry  certifying  that  such  meat  will  not  be  used  for  human 
consumption. 

'I'he  following  tables  show  (1)  percanlages  ol  animals  allected, 
and  (11)  details  of  all  food  condemned. 
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TABLE  J 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED,  1948 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

Number  inspected  

2972 

2972 

405* 

40.S' 

1 1093 

11093 

294 

294 

ALL  DISEASE.S  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Wliole  carcases  condemned  

20 

21 

26- 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

1231 

16 

1105 

12 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  

.42.1 

0.9 

10.2 

5*1 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

95 

5 

— 

I 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

702 

23 

— 

14 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tubercu- 
losis   

26.8 

0.7 

5-1 

• 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


For  the  purposes  of  Food  Inspection  and  supervision  the  follow- 
ing visits  were  made  to  : — 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

Butchers  Shops  

Bakehouses  

Fislimongers  

Ice  Cream  premises  

Public  Market  

Ceneral  Provision  Shops  

Restaurants  and  Cafes  

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  

Other  Food  premises  


169 

287 

.78 

60 

44 

.73 

362 

35 

32 

*59 


Total  visits  ...  ^299 
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Tlie  following  statement  gives  in  detail  the  food  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  a large  proportion  of  which  was  salvaged 
for  animal  feeding  sti^ff,  etc. 

757  certificates  were  issued  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  respect 
of  fcKxl  condemned  and  surrendered  in  addition  to  the  Certificates  issued 
at  the  Public  .Abattoir. 

TABLE  II 

UNSOUND  FOOD,  1948 


Article. 


No. 


Reason  for  Condemnation. 


♦BEEF. 

Whole  carcases  and  offal 

ft  ft 

ft  t1 

1 1 
t y 
t y 
f y 

tt 

y y 

Quarters 
do. 

VEAL. 

Whole  carcases  and  offal 

t>  »» 

ft  ft 

ty  M 

tt  ty 

PORK. 

Whole  carcases  and  offal 

1 y ty 


95 

4 

4 

4. 

2 

2 

2 

I 

1 

31 

2 


S 

13 

5 

I 

I 

I 

3 

I 


Generalised  tuberculosis. 
Septicaemia. 

Johnes  disease  and  emaciation. 
Oedema. 

Extensive  contusion. 

Toxaemia. 

Febrility.' 

Jaundice. 

Uraemia. 

Localised  tuberculosis. 
Extensive  contusion. 


Generalised  tuberculosis. 
Febrility. 

Umbilical  Pyaemia. 
Jaundice. 

Melanosis. 

Immaturity. 

Febrility. 

Generalised  tuberculosis. 


MUTTON. 

Whole  carcases  and  offal 

yy  tt 

tt  If 

1 1 1 1 

ft  1 1 

tt  tt 

»t  tt 


10  Febrility. 

10  Oedema. 

2 Toxaemia. 

I Pyaemia. 

I .Septicaemia. 

I General  Inflammatory  condition. 

I Lymphadenoma. 


VISCERA,  etc.  (lbs.) 
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Localised  tuberculosis,  parasitic 
and  other  conditions. 


MLSCELLANEOUS. 

Fish,  Vegetables,  Fruit,  Soups,  Jams,  I 

etc.  (tins)  [ 

Condensed  & Evaporated  Milk  (tins)  | 

Meat  Pies  (lbs.)  j 

■Sausages  (lbs.)  

Rabbits  (lbs.)  | 

Brawn  (lbs.)  

Bacon  Se  Ham  (lbs.)  

Eggs  (lbs.)  1 

Black  Puddings  (lbs.)  ] 

Milk  Substitute  Powder  (lbs.)  ] 

.Soup  Powder  (lbs.)  i 

\'anilla  Mixture  Powder  (lbs.)  | 

Ice  Cream  Powder  (lbs.)  I 

Barley  Flakes  (lbs.)  1 

Cake  Mixture  OI>s.)  ■ 

■Semolina  (lbs.)  

Des.sert  Powder  (lbs.)  

Barley  flour  (lbs.)  

Oatmeal  (lbs.)  

Pudding  Mixture  (lbs.) 


641 1 

Blown,  pierced,  etc. 

1271 

1 1 

2 10 

Decomposition. 

127 

♦ t 

120 

1 1 

'4 

t y 

98 

U 

55 

t y 

37 

t » 

2.54 

Mites. 

38 

1 1 

204 

» t 

102 

1 1 

222 

Weevil. 

f)0 

Mites  and  weevil. 

•33 

Moth. 

236 

Maggots  and  weevil. 

I 12 

Moth. 

19 

Mould  and  contamination. 

92 

Moth. 

48 

UNSOUND  FOOD,  1948 — Continaccl 


Article. 


MISCELLANEOUS— Continued. 

Soyaghetti  (lbs.)  

Rolled  Oats  (lbs.)  

Mixed  cereals  (lbs.)  

I’olato  Cakes  

Crumpets  (lbs.)  

Biscuits  (lbs.)  

Tea  (lbs.)  

Cocoa  tlbs.)  

.Sweets  (lbs.)  

Artificial  Cream  Emulsion  (lbs.)  .... 

Marmalade  (lbs.)  

Ice  Cream  (lbs.)  

Cream  (lbs.)  

Cheeses  (lbs.)  

Sugar  (lbs.)  

Salad  Cream  (lbs.)  

Concentrated  Tomato  Paste  (lbs.)  ... 

Mallo  Syrup  (lbs.)  

l-'ruit  Squash  (lbs.)  

Maltets  (lbs.)  

Orange  Squash  (lbs.)  

Yeast  (lbs.)  

FRUIT  & VEGETABLES. 

.Sprouts  (lbs.)  

Cauliflowers  (lbs.)  

Potatoes  (lbs.)  

Tomatoes  (lbs.)  

.Spaghetti  (lbs.)  

Dates  (lbs.)  

Prunes  (lbs.)  

Chestnuts  (lbs.)  

C)ranges  (lbs.)  

Lemons  (lbs.)  

Grapefruit  (lbs.)  

Apples  (lbs.)  

Raisins  (lbs.)  

W.alnuts  (lbs.)  

.Sultanas  (lbs.)  

Fifis  (lbs.)  

Dried  Peas  (lbs.)  

Dried  Cherries  (lbs.)  

FISH. 

Cod  (lbs.)  

Mixed  Fish  (lbs.)  

Kippcu’s  (lbs.)  

Hake  (lbs.)  

Bream  I'illets  (lbs.)  

Haddock  (lbs.)  

Heri'ings  (lbs.)  

Cod’s  Roes  ■ 

Mixed  flat  fish  ....; 

Salmon  (lbs.)  

Witches  (lbs.)  

M’hiting  (lbs.)  ....• 

Lemon  .Soles  (lbs.)  

Plaice  (lbs.)  

Skate  (lbs.)  

Mackerel  (lbs.)  

Smoked  Fillets  (Ibsi^ 

I'isli  Cakes  (lbs.)  

*Inclucled  iiiKter  these  ht 
rejects  and  cattle  slaughtered 


No. 

Reason  for  Condemnation. 

1J9 

Damp,  moulds,  etc. 

18 

Moth. 

-3 

Mites,  weevil. 

250 

Decomposed. 

‘45 

.Staleness. 

27 

Weevil. 

3> 

Damp. 

10 

Mould. 

76 

Contaminated  by  mice. 

457 

Decomposed. 

56 

Contaminated  by  glass. 

36 

Contaminated. 

60 

Decom|)osed. 

3«4 

» t 

28 

Contaminated  by  disinfectant. 

Decomposed. 

10 

168 

1 y 

()6o 

» i 

4‘ 

i t 

20 

i 1 

55 

% 1 

48 

Decomposed. 

75 

ir,8 

Worm. 

228 

Decomposed. 

8a 

1 1 

234 

1 1 

467 

1 1 

250 

1 ♦ 

too 

79 

i t 

43 

1 1 

'095 

^ 1 

3« 

5 » 

48 

t 1 

60 

1 t 

94  ■ 

1 » 

t.a88 

Weevil. 

35 

Decomposed. 

r2;?2 

Decomposed. 

427 

* » t 

98 

» » 

iqb 

» 1 - 

42 

'54 

294 

52 

280 

« 

244 

2f\q 

70 

y % 

r*^o 

1 1 

61 

5t> 

t ». 

1^ 

» t 

574 

20 

1 1 

ading  were  “casualty  cattle’’,  “sale 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Orders, 
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FACTORIES'  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


I.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
made  by  Sanitary  Insp>ectors. 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

- 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices  ’ 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  i,  2, 

3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  authorities  

CO 

0 

47 

11 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  .Authority  

201 

144 

20 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  is  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-work- 
ers’  premises)  

4 

/ 

2 

1 

— 

Total  ... 

313 

193 

31 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i) 
Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...... 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (.S.6) 
Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7)- 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   


Total  ... 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

j 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

22 

20*^ 

— 

4 

1 

I 

— 

— 

. 5 

S 

— 

5 

4* 

— 

— 

1 

* 



— 

5 

4 

I 

— ■> 

39 

I 

4 

nrl  nf  vear. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

)rosecutions 

were 

instituted 


